
Polaroid Project  
Photoshop Tutorial 

 
1. On your class computer, create a folder named Polaroid Project.  
2. Upload your 4 best photos taken recently to the project folder.  
3. Open each photo one at a time and apply the following edits: 
4. Crop the photo to a square shape by holding down shift while cropping.  

5. Add a Hue/Saturation Adjustment Layer ( ) 
6. Check the box for Hue/Saturation that says colorize.  
7. Move the hue slider to your preferred color.  

 

8. Go to the layers panel  and reduce the opacity of 
the “Hue/Saturation” layer until you get the desired effect. You want to still see 
most of the colors coming through in your photo.  
 

9. Next, add a Brightness/Contrast Adjustment Layer ( ) 
 

10. Increase the brightness and the contrast by moving the sliders to the right. Do 
not go all the way, make sure you are not “blowing out” all the bright areas until 
you can’t see any details!  
 

11.Next, click the New Layer button at the bottom of the layers panel ( ) 
12.Go to Edit > Fill… and choose white to fill the layer with white.  

 
13.Go to the layers panel and change the blend mode to soft light by clicking 

where it says “Normal” and changing it to “Soft Light” from the list. 

 
14.Double click on the words “Layer 1” and rename the layer to “Soft Light” 

 
15.Reduce the opacity of the layer until the effect is as desired. You want the 

overall look of the photo to be faded. 
 



16.Use a black paintbrush with the settings 0% hardness and 10% opacity to 
paint on the soft light layer. Paint over areas that are too bright so that you can 
still see the details and contrast. A good place to do this would be over 
someone’s face.  

17.This is what your layers should look like for each edited photo:

 
 

18.Save As… the photo as “YourName_Polaroid_1”. You should save it as a 
Photoshop (.psd) file.  
 

19.Once you have edited all 4 photos, add each one to the Polaroid Template by 
opening the template, then going to File > Place… and selecting the correct file 

to place on the template. Use the move tool ( ) to put the photo in the frame 
and then hit enter to place it.  
 

20.Save As… your finished work into your Polaroid Project folder and name it 
“YourName_Polaroid_1_Done” (then do #2, #3, and #4). You should save it as a 
Photoshop (.psd) file.  

○ You will have 4 polaroid-style finished photos in your done folder.  


